
The New 509 PIA President, Jaime Garza, (far left rear) stands with 
some of the reunion attendees, including some of our WWII 509ers, 4 

past presidents of the 509 PIA, and others at the 2015 Reunion in Taco-

ma. For pictures of some of our new Board/Executive Committee see pg. 

2. For Minutes from the General Membership meeting see pgs. 5/6 For 

Pictures from the reunion see pg. 3.  
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THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HAS CALLED ON ALL MEMBERS, FRIENDS, 

FAMILY AND ASSOCIATES OF THE 509 PIA AND THEIR GUESTS TO ASSEM-

BLE IN COLOMBUS, GA, ON MAY 10-14, 2016 FOR THE 509 PIA REUNION, 

WHERE WE WILL CELEBRATE THE FORMATION OF THE 509 PIR 75 YEARS 

AGO. THE REUNION WILL BE HELD AT THE HILTON GARDEN INN IN CO-

LOMBUS, GA. SEE PG 7 FOR A LINK TO THE RESERVATION PAGE. THERE 

ARE MANY PLANS IN PROGRESS AND YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS OUT, SO 

PLAN NOW TO ATTEND. 
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MEET OUR EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Heath Stanley,  
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Hal Persun,  

Membership  

Jamie Garza,  

President  

Joe Mancini,  

Vice-President  

Margot Handscomb,  

Secretary 

A Sincere Thank You to Hal Persun, our 

Past President 

who is staying on as the Membership Secretary. All 

of our thanks and gratitude are his, for the time and 

hours he has put in, to make the 509 PIA grow and 

prosper under his steady hand. Welcome to Jaime 

Garza, our new 509 PIA President, who has big 

shoes to fill. Philip Handscomb 

Sergeant at Arms  

Lee Barber Dave Bush Matt Anderson Tom Tsvigas 

John Devanie,  

President Emeritus 
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Photos of 509 1st BN change of command that was held on 02 JUL of this year. Hal Persun & Barry 

Simpson said farewell to LTC Matthew Tackett and thanked him for his over 2 years of faithful service 

to this organization and we welcomed LTC Curtis Rowland Jr. into the Geronimo family.  

On 22 July, the 1st 509 BN conducted a foreign wings jump/family day jump with Italian and Peruvian 

Jumpmasters visiting Ft. Polk. Over 400 Geronimo earned their foreign wings during this day and a fol-

low up jump on the next day. 

The First BN lead Squad Leaders Course assisted by Asymmetric Warfare Group out of Virginia. We 

took many of our up and coming NCOs and put them through a week long course designed to train and 

equip these young leaders in what is expected of them as squad leaders and future leaders.  Aug. 2015  
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Tom Tsvigas represented the 509 PIA at the Change of Responsibility for Command Sgt. 

Major Scott Beeson, 3rd 509, June 2015 at Fort Richardson, Alaska. Pictures of the event 

and our gift to him are below. 



VOLU ME 3 , I SSU E  3  P AGE 6  



VOLU ME 3 , I SSU E 3  P AGE 7  

http://hiltongardeninn3.hilton.com/en/hotels/georgia/hilton-garden-inn-columbus-CSGGHGI/about/index.html CONTROL 
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Click here for 509th PIA Application  


