
At the Reunion of the 509 PIA, in Reno, Nevada, we were pleased to 
honor Philip Handscomb with the 509 Order of Geronimo. Pictured 
above is the Brit., 007. 
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THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND THE MEMBERSHIP IN ATTEND-
ANCE AND ON-LINE HAVE CHOSEN THE THREE POSSIBLE SITES FOR 
THE 2019 REUNION: 1ST PLACE, FORT SMITH, AK; 2ND PLACE, ST LOU-
IS, MO; 3RD PLACE, ALEXANDRIA, LA. HOUSMAN AND ASSOCIATES 
WILL TAKE BIDS FROM HOTELS FOR EACH OF THE SITES, AND PROB-
ABLE TIMES FOR THE REUNION, AND WILL GET BACK TO THE EXEC-
UTIVE COMMITTEE WITH THE RESULTS. EVERY ATTEMPT WILL BE 
MADE TO CHOOSE THE 1ST PLACE PICK, BUT IT ALL COMES DOWN 
TO PRICE FOR THE MEMBERS AND AVAILABILITY. WATCH FOR FU-
TURE POSTINGS HERE AND ON THE FACEBOOK PAGE. 
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TRUSTEES 

OUR EXECUTIVE BOARD 2018—2019 

Dale Fairbanks,  

Treasurer  

John Eaves ,  

Membership  

Jamie Garza,  

President  

Don McElroy, 

Vice-President  

Margot Handscomb,  

Secretary 

A Sincere Thank You to Jaime Garza,  

our President 

who is staying on and has organized a very success-
ful reunion. All our thanks to June & John, for the 
time and hours they have put in, to make the 509 PIA 
reunion a success . Welcome to Don McElroy, our 
new 509 PIA Vice President, Henry Hyde, a new 
Trustee, and to all our new members.  

Philip Handscomb 

Sergeant at Arms  

Lee Barber Kevin Boatman Matt Anderson Tom Tsvigas 

Dave Bush, 

Trustee 

 

 

  
Henry Hyde 

Barry Simpson,  

Special Projects 

Tryggvi Larum,  

Special Projects 
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Over the last cou-
ple of years, the 75

th
 an-

niversaries of important 
dates have been ob-
served.  In 2016 the As-
sociation celebrated the 
75

th
 anniversary of the 

activation of what was 
initially designated the 
504

th
 Parachute Infantry 

Battalion, but would later 
be re-designated and 
finish the war as the 
509

th
 Parachute Infantry Battalion.  Next year we 

will see the anniversaries of probably the most 
significant events of World War II for the Airborne 
in general and the 509

th
 in particular.  The inva-

sions of Anzio, Southern France and the Battle of 
the Bulge will all mark 75 years. 
 One of the events to be recognized next 
year will be the 75

th
 anniversary of the February 

8
th
 action, where then Corporal Paul Huff, re-

ceived his Medal of Honor in the Anzio beach-
head.  Paul Huff was a native of Cleveland, Ten-
nessee and joined the Army in June of 1941.  He 
was one of the original Troopers of the 504

th
 PIB, 

and served with the Battalion at Forts Benning 
and Bragg, and in England.  Huff participated in 
both combat jumps in North Africa and Avellino.  
Following the Avellino operation he fought with 
the Battalion at Monte Croce. and participated in 
the amphibious invasion of Anzio.  Cpl. Huff was 
the first Paratrooper to be awarded the Medal of 
Honor. 
 As mentioned above, February 8

th
, 2019 

will mark 75 years since his Medal of Honor ac-
tion near Carano, Italy.  A memorial ceremony is 
being planned for Saturday, February 9

th
 to com-

memorate this achievement.  Paul Huff is buried 
in his hometown of Cleveland, Tennessee, and 
plans are to hold the ceremony at his gravesite.  
While it’s still in the early stages for the ceremo-
ny, an honor guard, a laying of a wreath, and par-
ticipation by the Huff family are all being planned 
for.  As the date gets closer more details will be 
published in the newsletter and on Facebook. 

509 PIA VP, Don McElroy and Lt 
Col Adam Barlow. Thanks Don for 
attending and sending pictures. 
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Philip Handscomb and President, 
Jaime Garza, Reno 2018.  

Lloyd Plummer and Ernestine DeLaca 
and others, Reno 2018. 

June Housman in a cowgirl hat with 
bling , Reno 2018.  

Philip H, and Friend visit John Kessler 
at VA Home, Roanoke, VA, July 2018 
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COL (Retired) Mark 

Suich COL Darron L. Wright  CSM (Retired) Frank 

Ashe 
CSM (Retired) John 

Burns 

CSM Timothy Metheny COL (Ret.) John W 

King COL (Ret) Don Loftis SSG David T Brabander 
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Don McElroy has sent us Pics from FT Polk, 26Sept 2018, which he took on a recent visit. 
There is the Ginger Bread Man, the door to Huff Hall, John Devanie’s memorabilia glass cas-

es, the front door to headquarters, and a tribute to Darron Wright. 
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***Attention—Current account Update for 9/2018 

Regular Share Account $25,985.40 

Access America Account $5,365.88 

Total Deposit Accounts $31,351.28 

Don McElroy has sent us Pics from FT Polk, 26Sept 2018, which he took on a recent visit. 
There is the Ginger Bread Man, the door to Huff Hall, John Devanie’s memorabilia glass cas-

es, the front door to headquarters, and a tribute to Darron Wright. 
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Click here for 509th PIA Application  


